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Abstract . The effects of electiic fields of diffeient intensities and dnections on the 
collagen synthesis of guinea pigs was studied The effects of veitical and horizontal 
electric fields of 1 9 kV/m and 0 9 kV/m, geneiated with voltages of 300V and 150V 
DC, respectively, on collagen synthesis, was evaluated by assessing the amount of 
hydioxypiohne m the liver tissue and by histological examination of tissue samples 
The Stegemann-Staldei method was used to deteimme hydioxypiohne content of 
the tissues While the 0 9 kV/m vertical and honzontal electric fields substantially 
decreased the amount of hydioxypiohne in the liver, the 1 9 kV/m electiic fields 
in both dnections nicieased the hydroxypiolme content The vertical electric field 
was moie effective than the honzontal one both in the mcieases and the decreases 
These findings weie veirfied histologically 

K e y woids: Electiic field — Tissue — Hydioxypiohne — Fine structure — 
Histopathology 

Introduction 

The effects of electiic fields (E) on living oiganisms have been studied by many 
reseaicheis The essence of these studies is that living cells aie sensitive to electncal 
changes due to then electiic propeities Membianes have a stiucture capable of 
changing then permeability levels to various ions when affected by an externally 
applied electric field This may cause changes m tissue functions like EEG, C a + + 

ion efflux behavioui etc (Gavalas-Medici and Waltei 1970 Gavalas Medici et al 
1973 Kaczmaiek and Adey 1974 Sheppaid and Eisenbud 1977, Blackmail and 
Benane 1982) Studies on the mteiaction of suriounding electiic fields and tissue 
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electiic fields aie quite new (Gulei et al 1994, 1995, 1996a,b,c,d Gulei and Atalav 
Seyhan 1995a,b, 199Ca,b Such studies will be \eiv mipoitant foi the undei standing 
of the mechanisms involved 

How much is the electncal field of the tells m living oigamsms affected by the 
electric field m the atmospheie and the electiic fields of all the electncal mstiu-
ments in the enviionment In this study, it was hypothesized that collagen synthesis 
would be affected fiom externally applied electiic fields of diffeient intensities and 
dnections Foi this puipose the effect of veiticalh and honzontally applied electiic 
fields on collagen synthesis was assessed by deteimining the liydiox\pioline c ontent 
m tissue and by histological examinations 

Materials and Methods 

Sixty male white guinea pigs weighing 350 400 g weie used foi the study The 
animals weie divided into foui sepaiate gioups and subjected to vanous intensities 
and dnections of electiic fields Ten guinea pigs weie in each gioup The E field 
of 1 9 kV/m obtained from a DC (Direct Cuiient) powei supply with 300 V was 
applied m vertical dnection to 10 guinea pigs (Gioup I), and m honzontal dnection 
to othei 10 guinea pigs (Gioup II) In the same niannei, 0 9 kV/ni obtained fiom 
a DC powei supply with 150 V was applied in veitical dnection to 10 guinea pigs 
(Gioup III), and m honzontal dnections to othei 10 guinea pigs (Gioup IV) The 
lemammg 20 guinea pigs weie used as control without any E field exposme, but 
otheiwise maintained undei the same conditions The guinea pigs weie exposed to 
E fields foi 3 days, 9 houis/da} (between 8 a m and 5 p m ) m wooden cages (50 cm 
x 50 cm x 14 cm) with coppei plates mounted \eitically oi honzontally ovei them 
Neithei the contiol gioup guinea pigs noi those exposed to E fields weie taken out 
of the wooden cages foi 3 days Taking into consideiation that placing moie than 
one animal pei cage would cieate a stiess factoi only one animal was placed pei 
cage The intensity of the anient was kept constant and contiolled contmuousl> 
thioughout the expenment with a multinietei connected to the cncuit 
Vertical and honzontal elivhic field en c ait In experiments with veitical electiic 
field cncuits two coppei plates of the same dimensions as the suifaces of the cage 
weie mounted on the top and the bottom of the cages The cncuit was completed 
by connecting the positive outlet of the powei somce to the coppei plate on top, 
and the negative outlet to the one at the bottom Foi the honzontal electiic field 
application the coppei plates weie mounted to both sides of the cage This cmuit 
was completed by always connecting the positive outlet of the powei source to 
the plate on the light hand side, and the negative outlet to the one on the left 
At the end of day 3 of is field application, hvei tissue samples weie taken fiom 
all guinea pigs after decapitation, and hydioxypiohne content was deteimmed and 
histological examination was perfoimed 
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The modified Stegemann-Stalder method was used to deteimme hydroxy 

piohne levels in the hvei tissues of guinea pigs exposed to veitical and honzontal 

electiic fields and contiols (Stegemann and Staldei 1967) The pnnciple of this 

method is to get the hydioxypiohne of the tissue by hydiolyzation of the sam

ple after homogemzation and measunng the optical density of the coloi foimed 

by adding p dimethylammobenzaldehyde, perchlonc acid and piopan-2-ol at pH 

8 and at A = 560 nm Hydioxypiohne contents of the tissue samples weie deter

mined using the s tandaid cuives for samples containing known concentrations of 

hydioxypiohne (Sigma H 1637) 

Two samples weie taken fiom each homogenized tissue and the concentiations 

measuied by spectrophotometry weie aveiaged 

Five tissue samples fiom each gioup and ten from the contiol gioup weie taken 

for histological examinations These tissue samples weie cut into pieces of 1 mm 3 

each and subjected to election nncioscopic method b\ fiist being assessed with 

gluteraldeh>de buffeied with phosphate and then with O s 0 4 Semi thin sections 

cut and stained with toluidine blue and examined undei photonncioscope 

R e s u l t s 

Foi each gioup hydioxypiohne contents of tissues fiom gioups exposed to electiic 

field and then contiols weie compaied with DUNCAN test (Table 1) and the 

íesults aie shown in Figs 1 and 2 

Honzontal and veitical application of electiic field of 0 9 k V / m decieased the 

Imliox}piohne le\ols as compaied to contiols (p < 0 05 and p < 0 01 íespectnely) 

wheieas 1 9 k\ / m electiic field incieascd (p < 0 01) the level in both application 

dnections (Fig 1) Both the hon/onta l and the \ei t ical application oi electiic field 

Table 1 Liver tissue hydio\> piohne levels (/ig/g (issue) m groups oxpostd to \<itical 
and honzontal electiic field and contiol gioup The \alues m the table lepnsi nt the least 
squares means ± standaid deviation 

Electiic Tields Hvdroxvpiolme 

(miciogiams/g tissue) 

Intensity Direction x±S D 

1 9 kV/m VeitRcd 0 56 ± 0 19 (n = 10) 
Honzontal 0 46 ± 0 18 (n = 10) 

0 9 kV/m Veitical 0 08 ± 0 02 (u = 10) 
Honzontal 0 12 ± 0 03 (n = 10) 

Control 0 26 ± 0 15 (n = 20) 
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0 9 kV/m 1 9 kV/m 

F i g u r e 1. ( hanges in hydiox> proline levels u p o n t h e application of veitical and h o n z o n t a l 
electiic fields as compared to contiols 
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F i g u r e 2. Difľeiences in tissue hydioxypiohne levels upon the application of electiic fields 
in t h e same direction at two diffeient intensities 

of 1 9 kV/m me leased (p < 0 01) hydioxypiohne levels as compaied to the1 effect 
of the electiic field of 0 9 kV/m (Fig 2) 

Veitical application of both electiic fields was found moie effective than the 
honzontal one, the diffeiences weie not statistically significant (p > 0 05) The 
lesult of the histological examinations of contiol tissues and those fiom animals 
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Figure 3. Control gioup, low magnification Toluidme blue x400 

Figure 4. Contiol group, high magnification Collagen nbeis (arrows) Toluidme blue 
xlOOO 
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Figure 5. The group exposed to 0 9 kV/m vertical electiic field (low magnification) 
Toluidine blue x 400 

L. •> 

Figure 6. The gioup exposed to 0.9 kV/m veitical electiic field (high magnification) 
The amounts of collagen fibeis weie decieased Toluidine blue x 1000 
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Figure 7. The group exposed to 1 9 kV/m vertical electric field (low magnification). 
Toluidine blue x 400 
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Figure 8. The group exposed to 1 9 kV/m veitical electiic field (high magnification) 
The amounts of collagen fibeis weie increased (anows). Toluidine blue x 1000 
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exposed to electiic field supported our biochemical findings In the contiol gioup 

the amount of collagen fibeis was noinial, pait iculaily in the poital section wheie 

the connectrve tissue of the hvei was dense (Figs 3 4) Undei the effect of the 

veitical electiic field of 0 9 k V / m a substantial decrease of collagen fibeis was 

obseived compared to contiols (Figs 5 6), whereas an increase in collagen content 

of the connective tissue was evident undei the effect of the veitical electric field of 

1 9 k V / m (Figs 7-8) 

No histological diffeienee was observed between the hvei tissues ol guinea pigs 

exposed to honzontal electiic fields of 0 9 k V / m and 1 9 k V / m as compaied to that 

of the contiol gioup 

D i s c u s s i o n 

If 1 /tA direct curient rs applied to a collagen solution soluble m acid, collagen 

forms a concave band neai the cathode (Fukada 1983, Haupt 1984, Singh and 

Kai tz 1986) This finding shows that collagen acts as a cation under E field 

Proteins with a net electiic al chaige move undei the influence of electiic field 

Since tlie> aie of diffeient molecular s truetuie and shape the> aie subject of dif-

ferent inetional foices in a medium Foi these íeasons, diffeient piotem molecules 

move with diffeient velocities m the same electiic field Ammo and caiboxyl gioups 

aie lesponsible foi the net charge of a piotem molecule Secondly, proteins may gam 

positive oi negative chaige oi they may have no chaige accoidmg to the pH value 

of the medium In the lattei case piotems do not have the ability to move m an 

electiic field If the pH value of the medium is less than the isoelectiic pH of the 

piotem then the piotem posseses a net positive chaige and moves in the dnection 

ol the electiic field, wheieas it gams a negative chaige and moves in the opposite 

dnection if the pH value of the medium is gieatei than the isoelectiic pH of the 

piotem 

The obseived mciease of hydioxypiohne content undei the influence of the 

electiic held (1 9 kV/m) geneiated by applying 300 V DC may be explained by 

the above mentioned facts since piotems have a net electiic chaige depending on 

the pH value of the medium, and therefoie aie mobile withm the electiic field 

the fibioblast cells move along the electiic field thus synthesizing moie collagen 

resulting m an mciease in the HP content m the tissue This mciease m h \d ioxy-

piolme content has also been substantiated with our histological findings The 

dense appeaiance of the fibioblasts m the histological pictuie of the tissue fiom 

this gioup suppoi ts the mciease m hydioxypiohne content In the hveis ol animals 

exposed to a veitical electiic field of 1 9 kV/m, the mciease in collagen fibeis is 

quite obvious m the areas wheie the connective tissue is dense 

Studies h a \ e piovided a cleaiei undei standing oi the mechanisms of absoiption 

of electlomagnetic eneigj by the tissues (Schwan 1957 Schwan and Pieisol 1984) 
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Many majoi hoimones including coiticosteione, testosterone, and melatonin, have 
been examined undei electiic field m ía ts and mice (Phillips et al 1979) The 
immunocompetence of animals exposed to electric field was obseived m ía t s , mice, 
chicks and guinea pigs (Le Bais and Andie 1976, M o m s and Phillips 1983) Changes 
m heai t ía te and blood pressuie undei electric field weie also analyzed (Ceitelh and 
Malaguti 1976) Electiic field intensity that will cause cell fusion and íotation has 
been lepoi ted to be in the íange of 10-100 k V / m (Pohl 1978) A calcium efflux effect 
had also been íeported fiom in vivo studies m cats (Adey 1980) Changes m EEG 
patterns (Blancln et al 1973), concentiation of glial cell piotems and in blood cell 
populations have also been lepoited (Hansson 1981) Long term exposuie to ELF 
and multi-geneiation studies íevealed developmental defects (Phillips 1981, 1983) 
Changes m hydioxypiohne level m chick embiyomc tibia clue to the effect of electiic 
field were found by Fitzsimmons and Failey (1986) Nessler and Mass (1987) also 
found an mciease in íabbit flcxoi tendon with the effect of DC miciocunent Atalay 
lepoited enhanced collagen synthesis in wound tissue at DC cunen t intensities 
of 200-400//A (Atalay Seyhan and Celik 1985, Atalay Seyhan et al 1986, 1988, 
1992, Atalay Seyhan 1994, Canseven et al 1994, Canseven and Atalay 1995 1996) 
When low intensity dnect cunent is applied to tissues, 0 2 is consumed at cathode 
Tissue 0> tension decieases and an mciease occuis in the numbei of hychoxyl 
íadicals piesent (Bnghton et al 1977, Bnghton 1981, Barker 1984) The mciease 
m íadicals can be tiaced with the vanation m malondialdehyde (MDA) level In 
our othei study earned out m paiallel to this one, contiaiy to 300 V both vertical 
and honzontal E fields of 150 V caused an mciease in MDA levels in the hvei 
and the medullar glands of guinea pigs, wheieas a dec i ease m the hydroxy proline 
levels of the hvei tissue was obseived (Atalay Seyhan et al 1994) Reassessing the 
íesults of this study fiom this point of wiev, we may say that as a lesult of eneigy 
tiansfei of electiic field to the applied tissue aiea, molecular O2 could have been 
tiansfoimed to fiee radrcals The mciease 111 free íadicals may deciease molecular 
O2 which is íequned foi hydroxypiohne synthesis 

Also it has been lepoited that the direction the E field was impoi tant Manno 

and Beiger (1983) applied 19 7 V / m E field m veitical and honzontal dnections to 

mice, and obseived a big deciease 111 serum protein fiactions 111 the group exposed 

to veitical E field and a slight change 111 the gioup exposed to horizontal E field In 

his othei study, Manno (1976) applied 15 k V / m veitical and 10 k V / m honzontal 

E fields to mice, and obseived an mciease 111 the moi tahty m the veitical E group 

as compaied to the honzontal field gioup Gulei and Atalay found alteiations in 

total blood piotem levels, supei oxide dismutase, ascoibic acid and hydioxypiohne 

levels ol the lung and kidney tissues (Atalay Seyhan 1994, 1995, Atalaj Seyhan 

and Gulei 1994, Atalay Sevhan et al 1994, Gulei et al 1994, 1995, 1996a,b,c,d, 

Gulei and Atalay Sevhan 1995a,b, 1996a,b) In 0111 piesent study, the deciease and 

mciease 111 tissue hydioxypiohne levels undei the influence of the veitical electiic 
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field weie stiongei than undei the honzontal electiic field 
Since the hvei hydioxypiohne content mcieased undei 1 9 kV/m and de-

cieased undei 0 9 kV/m theie may be the thieshold electiic field value m the 
tiansition fiom deciease to increase between 19 0 9 kV/m Studies using small 
mcieases between 1 9 kV/m and 0 9 kV/m may íeveal this threshold value 
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